
THE COLLEGE PROCESS

A MATCH TO BE MADE, NOT A 

PRIZE TO BE WON



HOW TO 

CHOOSE/EVALUATE A 

COLLEGE

3 points to keep in mind:

A. Get organized

B. When choosing a school, focus on you 

C. Get help



A. Getting organized

The high school diploma:

a. A necessity for college

b. Looking at the ña thru gò high school 
diploma requirementsðwhat are they?

c. Obtain a copy of oneôs transcript ($3.  
from Mr. Ronan)

d. Transfer grades onto H.S. diploma check 
sheet 

e. Get updated transcripts as needed



ña thru gò subject requirements

a. History/Social Sciences 2 yrs. req.

b. English 4 yrs. req.

c. Math 3 yrs. req./4 rec.

d. Laboratory Sciences 2 yrs. req./3 rec.

e. Language Other than Eng. 2 yrs. req./3 rec.

f. Visual and Performing 

Arts 1 yr. req.

g. College Preparatory

Electives 1 yr. req.



DIPLOMA REMINDERS

1. A 4.0 GRADE INDEX DOES NOT
GUARANTEE ONE OF A H.S. DIPLOMA!

2. A STUDENTôS GRADES CAN EXCEED 
MINIMUM REQUREMENTS FOR UC 
AND CAL STATE SCHOOLS PROVIDED
THOSE GRADES ARE C OR BETTER ON 
ña thru gò REQUIREMENTS.

3. THE ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
KEEPING TRACK OF ONEôS GRADES, 
LIES WITH THE STUDENT!



OBTAINING INFO. ON 

COLLEGES

Check notice boards & windows in 400 and 
600 buildings at least once a week for 
information on following:

a. College visits

b. College fairs

c. Summer programs

d. Fast Web bulletins

e. College posters



MANAGING COLLEGE 

INFORMATION

Possibly use a system of keepers, sleepers, and 
toss backboxes.

Keepersðcolleges that match your most 
important needs and wants

Sleepersðcolleges youôre not sure about and 
want to reflect on more

Toss Backðcolleges that donôt fit what you want 
or feel is important at the moment



B. Choosing a School
(Focus on You)

Set Prioritiesðwhich is most important to 
YOU:

Å Name?

Å Location?

Å Program?

Å Other factors? (ex. cost, campus life, size, 
housing)



STANDARDIZED TESTS: THE 

SAT AND ACT

The SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) a.k.a. The SAT 
Reasoning Test

Å Measures critical thinking skills for academic 
success in college

ÅAssesses how well students analyze/solve 
problems

ÅContains 3 sections (math, verbal, & writing); 
each is scored on a scale with a maximum point 
total of 800 (Maximum verbal + math + writing  = 
2400)



The SAT 
(continued)

ÅGenerally taken by high school juniors and 

seniors

ÅDeveloped and administered by Educational 

Testing Service

ÅFormerly referred to as SAT I



The SAT 
(continued)

Writing Section Facts:

Åsimilar to an on-demand college writing 
assignment

Åprompt is given and must be addressed

Åessay is read twice by test scorers and graded

Åonce scores have been issued, colleges youôve 
submitted your scores to can read and download 
them

Åyou can review your essay on-line, but you canôt 
change it    



SAT Subject Tests

(formerly the SAT II)

ÅMeasure knowledge and skills in particular 

subject areas and ability to apply that 

knowledge

ÅAre 1 hour multiple choice tests

ÅSome colleges specify subject test(s) 

required while others let students choose 

which tests to take



SAT subject tests 
(continued)

ÅSAT subject tests are given in following 

areas: writing, literature, American history 

and social studies, World history, Math I, 

Math IC (with a calculator), Math II C, 

Biology, Chemistry, and 9 foreign 

languages



Personalized College and Career 

Planning with MyRoad

ÅMyRoad (offered by the Educational Testing 
Serviceôs College Boardwhich gives the PSAT 
and SAT tests) gives students an opportunity to 
explore colleges, majors, and careers to build a 
plan for the future.  This is only available online, 
that is, through the use of a computer.

ÅAll students who take the PSAT receive free 
MyRoad accounts.  These accounts will last for 
the entirety of oneôs high school career.   

ÅSpeak to your counselor for more information.



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY

It is the individual studentôs 

responsibility to know which colleges 

require which tests and to request that 

they be sent from the Educational Testing 

Service to the colleges of his choice.  This 

can be done when a student registers for 

the test, when he takes the test, or when 

he receives his test scores.



The ACT (American College 

Test)
ÅCurriculum-based achievement test that examines 

what students know and are able to do

ÅTests oneôs academic skills in following areas: 
English, math, reading and science reasoning

ÅIt is the studentôs responsibility to know which 
test (the ACT, SAT, or both) are accepted by a 

college



The ACT 
(continued)

ÅDesigned and administered by The 
American College Testing Service

ÅTest dates and test locations are different 
from those of SAT

ÅEmphasis is on verbal skills and oneôs 
ability to draw conclusions, see implications 
and apply facts

ÅOptional writing test segment



The ACT 
(continued)

Points to consider:

ÅStudents who are strong verbally and find they 

have difficulty with math portions of standardized 

tests should consider taking ACT

ÅOnce again, it is the studentôs responsibility to 
request that test scores be sent from The 

American College Testing Service to the 

colleges of his choice



ACT vs. SAT: Whatôs the 

Difference?
ACT

ÅTests math science, 

reading, and English

ÅCurriculum based

ÅBasic Fee: $31.00

ÅWriting test (essay) is 

optional (add $15.00)

ÅWriting essay: 30 minutes

ÅHighest score: 36

SAT

ÅTests critical reading, 
math, and writing

ÅReasoning based

ÅBasic fee:  $45.00

ÅWriting essay is 
mandatory

ÅWriting essay:   25 
minutes

ÅHighest score:  2400



ACT vs. SAT 
(continued)

ACT

ÅNo penalty for 
guessing

ÅStudents choose best 
score to report to 
colleges

ÅAccepted nationally 
(UC, CSU, and Ivy 
Leagues included)

SAT

ÅPenalty for wrong 

answers

ÅAll scores reported to 

colleges

ÅAccepted nationally 

(UC, CSU, Ivy 

Leagues included)



Remaining SAT Dates

(for more info. contact

www.collegeboard.com)
Registration Postmark

Deadline: Test Date:

Sept. 26, 2008 for Nov. 1, 2008

Nov. 5, 2008 for Dec. 6, 2008

Dec. 26, 2008  for Jan., 24, 2009

Feb. 10, 2009 for                March 14, 2009 *

March 31, 2009 for                May 2, 2009

May 5, 2009 for June 6, 2009

* SAT only; subject tests not included.



Remaining ACT Dates

(for more info. contact

www.act.org)

Registration 

Postmark

Deadline: Test Date:

Sept. 19, 2008 for Oct. 25, 2008

Nov. 7, 2008 for Dec. 13, 2008

Jan. 6, 2009 for Feb. 7, 2009

Feb. 27, 2009 for April 4, 2009

May 8, 2009 for June 13, 2009



PLAN AND PSAT TESTS

Note:  Bosco Tech students take the PLAN test in 

the fall of their sophomore year.  The PLAN test 

gives a projected score of the ACT test. In their 

junior year students take the PSAT test which 

gives a projected score of the SAT test.

Having these projected scores will help the student 

and his counselor discuss which test would be to 

his advantage to take for college admission.



Californiaôs Public Colleges and 

Universities

California has a 3-tiered system of state financed 
universities and colleges.  They are divided into 
the following groups:

1.  University of California (UC)

2.  California State University (CSU)

3.  Community Colleges (CC) a.k.a.

junior colleges



University of California schools

(www.ucop.edu/pathways)
Includes 10 campuses:

UC Berkeley UC Riverside

UC Davis UC San Diego

UC Irvine UC Santa Barbara

UCLA UC Santa Cruz

UC Merced UC San Francisco*

* UC San Francisco is devoted solely to study of 
health sciences.  UCSF programs have special 
application forms.



The UC Admissions Process

(www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions)

ÅUC system is designed to take top 12.5 percent (top 1/8) of 
high school graduating class in state of California

ÅFreshman applicants must complete the ña thru gò 
requirements (15 units) 

ÅSAT Reasoning Test or the ACT taken

ÅIf ACT is taken, so must the ACT writing 

Å2 SAT Subject Tests must be taken 

ÅMinimum high school G.P.A. of 3.0 in ña thru gò courses 
is required



The UC System (continued)

There are a few ways to gain admission to UC schools:

1. Eligibility in the Statewide Contextðstudents must meet 
requirements for coursework (ña thru gò courses) GPA, 
and standardized test scores

2. Eligibility in the Local Contextðstudents must rank in 
the top 4 percent of their high school class

3. Eligibility by Examination AloneðStudents qualify by 
achieving high scores on the ACT/Writing exams or 
SAT Reasoning + 2 SAT subject tests  

Note: Once again, the UC system is designed to take the top 
12.5 percent of all graduating high school seniors in 
California.



UC Eligibility Index

ñA thru Gò G.P.A.Minimum UC Score Total

3.00 ï3.04 223

3.05 ï3.09 210

3.10 ï3.14 198

3.15 ï3.19 187

3.20 ï3.24 175

3.25 ï3.29 165

3.30 ï3.34 157

3.35 ï3.39 152

3.40 ï3.44 147

3.45 & above 143



Selected UC Score Indexes Based on 

the SAT
SAT Score Equivalent UC Score

800 100

750 92

700 83

650 75

600 67

550 58

500 50

450 42

400 33


